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A Study on the Nature of Internet Business
Referring to the Napster Case

SAWADA SHUUJI

ABSTRACT

Napster is a system developed in 1998 to support the people
who want to exchange the music files of MP3 format free of
charge. . It has become very popular since then. However, it has
been taken to court. This gives us many suggestions when we
think about what the internet business is.

The internet has not been used commercially until CIX (
Commercial Internet Exchange) was founded in 1991. Once introduced
to commercial use, it spread gradually at first and has become
a major 1in internet use after the Windows95 was put on the
market in 1995. It has come to be considered as one of the
most important means to develop the business in the future.

On the other hand, the internet has the character of social
infrastructure such as roads and railways. It also has the role
of a free cyber—space for the people in the world. When we
think of the nature of business on the internet, we need to regard

the harmony between the commercial interest and the public interest. .
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