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Abstract

Horizontal distributions of temperature, salinity, potential density, and geopotential height anomaly
on the sea surface, and on the surfaces at the depths of 100m, 500m and 1000m, are shown based
on World Ocean Atlas 1998. Also drawn are vertical-north-south cross sections of temperature,
salinity and potential density for the Pacific Ocean (along the 180°E meridian), the Indian Ocean
(60°E) and the Atlantic Ocean (30°W). Major climatological characteristics of the World Ocean are
described based on the maps and the cross sections. Geostrophic currents relative to 2000X 10%Pa
level are calculated from the database and characteristics of the geostrophic current fields are
depicted.
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5 50 16 700 27 2500
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