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Reborn “Ama”: Social Transition of “Gaze” on Postcards in the Pre-WWII Period

Shuzo KOGURE"

Abstract:

This article examines the social and cultural transition of “gaze” to Japanese woman divers, or Ama,

photographed on pre-WWII postcards, by analyzing “Ama Postcard Collection” at Tokyo University of Marine

Science and Technology Library, which houses one of the largest number of Ama postcards in Japanese public

institutions. In general, postcards in the pre-WWII period functioned not merely as local souvenirs but as far superior

visual media to newspapers or magazines in the same period. In fact, they offered people higher-definition images

than any other printed media. This means that the postcards solidified and naturalized how people viewed local

landscapes, cultures, and people in the pictures. As a photographic subject, Ama continuously made an appearance on

the postcards and was exposed to the gaze of people, especially males living in urban areas. How did 4ma postcards

affect the visual experiences of people who saw them? And, how did such visual impacts vary according to times?

Through answering these questions, this article eventually traces the invention of “local” in the formation processes

of Japanese nationalism and capitalism since the Meiji Restoration, the period of Japanese modernization.
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