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Adoption of a Pooling System and Social Preferences;
An Experimental Economics Analysis of the Clam Fisheries

Takahiro MATSUI*!, Mika SHIMAMURA *? and Jun GOTO*3

Abstract:

In this paper, we conducted three economic experiments (ultimatum game, dictator game, and public

goods game) with clam fishermen in Aichi and Mie prefectures to determine what differences exist in the social
preferences of fishermen between the groups adopting the pooling system and those not. The results revealed that
inequality aversion was lower and reciprocity was higher in the group adopting the pooling system. Considering
the mechanism of the pooling system, it is reasonable that the reciprocity is higher in the group adopting the
pooling system. On the other hand, the lower inequality aversion in the group adopting the pooling system is an
interesting result that is seemingly inconsistent with the mechanism of the pooling system. This may suggest that
the pooling system is established and sustained by fishermen with high fishing skill, who accept a kind of inequity
in which everyone receives an equal share and behave with the aim of maximizing their own profit.
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