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A STUDY ON THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TYPE PROJECTS OF
JAPANESE ODA FISHERIES TECHNICAL COOPERATION

Hiromu Ikenoue*! and Seiichiro Ono*?

Developing countries need organizations and human resources that lead research and develop-
ment for fisheries technologies fit to the natural and socio-economic circumstances of each country.
Research and development type projects of Japanese ODA fisheries technical cooperation are
implemented to help developing countries to create core organizations and human resources. The
Research Project of Fisheries Resource Development was implemented by Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) at Eastern Marine Fisheries Development Center in Thailand from
1988 to 1993. There are three main fruits of the project, namely 1) strengthening of research
capability of Thai counterpart researchers, 2) upgrade of research facilities, and 3) strengthening of
relationship with marine fisheries institutions in Thailand and abroad. By analyzing the fruits of the
project and their sustainability, four measures for improvement of research and development type
project of fisheries technical cooperation are proposed , namely, 1) to shorten one project term to 3
years, 2) to extend total period of cooperation given to one organization to as long as 15 years by
repeating 3-year projects for five times, 3) to reduce the number of long term experts to two persons,
one project manager and one coordinator, and 4) to leave all of the technical guidance activities to
short term experts.
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Table 1. Comparisons of research and development expenditures between Japan and Thailand.

Item Japan Thailand
Ratio of research and development expenditures 3% 0.2%
to GNP (1991)
Number of scientists and engineers per 1 million 5,677 (1992) 173 (1991)
_population
Research and development expenditures per 111,137 yen 350 yen
capita (1991)
Research and development expenditures per one | 19.987.872yen | 2,014,000 yen
scientist (1991)

Exchange rate : 1 baht=5 yen
Source : UNESCO [Statistical Yearbook] (1995).
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Table 2. JICA'’s technical cooperation budget for the fiscal year 1998.

Item Budget

(100 million yen)
Acceptance of overseas participants for training 262.2
Youth Invitation Program 25.2
Dispatch of experts 181.5
Project type technical cooperation 371.4
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers 186.6
Welfare of experts 12.6
Recruitment and training of experts - 30.0
Development studies 258.6
Development cooperation 8.2
Expenses for grant aid cooperation 67.9
Disaster relief 12.0
Promotion of aid efficiency 31.6
Follow-up program 12.5
Total 1,460.2

Source : International Development Journal, March, 1998, p.49.
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