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Promotion of Kamasu (Straw Sack) Production as New Side Jobs in Farming Village in the
1910s:
Development and Difficulty in Motono Village, Inba District, Chiba Prefecture.

TAKAHASHI Chikashi*!

Abstract:

This study examines the promotion of side jobs in the 1910s in Motono Village, Inba District, Chiba

Prefecture. This promotion was unsuccessful. The purpose of this study is to compare this case with successful
areas. Established three years after the flood in 1910, Motono Village decided on the village motto and promoted
side jobs. One of them was the production of kamasu, sack woven from rice straw, for chemical fertilizers. Its
leader was Chobei Okada, a village councilor. He bought over a hundred machines and lent them to the villagers.
He then collected the produced kamasu and sold it directly to chemical fertilizer companies. Although it was
successful for a while, the production volume shrunk after the First World War, and the production in Motono
Village did not continue. This was due to a decrease in demand due to a reduction in production in the chemical
fertilizer industry. Comparing this with the successful areas, Motono Village's production was weak against the
risk of the chemical fertilizer industry's economic downturn. The survival of the production area required sufficient
financial strength to withstand this risk. However, Okada and Motono Village lacked that power.
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