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Quotation and Interpretation Structure of Literature-Analysis Papers:
Basic Research on Instruction for Writing Papers
in the Humanities and Social Sciences

YAMAMOTO Fumiko and NITSU Nobuko

This study analyzes the manner in which authors quote and interpret the texts they make use of in
literature-analysis papers in the humanities and social sciences in order to develop their logic and
lead to their conclusion. The result indicates that there are four types of quotation and interpretation:
A) neutral quotation, B) interpretative quotation, C) interpretative quoted description, and D)
interpretation. Each of these types performs a specific function in developing the author’s logic.
Type A presents the texts that the author studied, reproducing these materials as neutrally as
possible. Type B, in quoting some texts from the author’s point of view, guides the reader into the
author’s interpretative structure. Type C states the author’s interpretation of the texts using his or
her own interpretive structure in correlation with the content of the materials. Type D, presenting
the author’s interpretation apart from the materials, leads the readers into the author’s original logic
and subsequently to his or her conclusion. A logical development pattern can be observed in such
papers. For example, quotes may appear starting from a sub-category of type D, in which the point
of an argument is indicated, progressing to quotations and interpretation using types A, B and C,
and the other sub-categories of type D, finally concluding with the recognition of an important
disputed point or the summary of a particular argument. Given their quantitative importance, it is

important to instruct learners on how to use types B, C and D as effectively as possible.

(Yamamoto: Musashino University, Nitsu: Muroran Institute of Technology)
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