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Regional Policy and Multilevel Governance in the European Union
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This article examines the development of “ Regional Policy” of the European Union and
demonstrates how the formulation and implementation of this policy has contributed to the
emergence of' Multilevel Governance” in the European Union. The principle of partnershipl]
introduced under the 1988 structural funds reformUJ allowed the Commission to work closely
with regional authoritiesloften bypassing national governments[so that authority and policy-
making are shared across multiple levels of government -subnational] regional[TInational and
supranational [J European[] The 1999 reform[] although some scholars interpret it as retreat
of the European regional policyl] can be explained as another” spill-over” dynamicl] which
promotes the social dimension of “ Structural Policy” in the European Union.
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