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Studies on the Technology Transfer from Academy to Industry:
A Report of the Research on
the Technology Licensing Organizations in Japan.

NAKAMURA Hiroshi K., KOUGUCHI Maki"

O Received August 30, 20020

U Since its going into operation in 1998, the Law for Promoting University-Industry
Technology Transfer, the number of the establishment of the technology licensing
organization, TLO, has been rising steadily. At the same time, the expectation towards
university concerning social contributions based on business-academia collaboration is
becoming increasingly large, and systems on business-academia collaboration are being
prepared at an extraordinary speed.

U It is believed that it would become necessary to consolidate information on TLO, which is
one of the key mechanisms that promotes business-academia collaboration, in examining how
management of intellectual property and social contribution in university should be, with the
future conversion of university into independent administrative institution in mind. With that,
we conducted a survey and researched publications on 26 TLOs officially recognized as of
April 2002 in this study to review the status of TLOs that have been established in our
country. As the result, it was found that every organization was dealing with advanced
technology and various product developments with very few staffs without specifying the field
of new industry or the field of transferred technology.

U Our Tokyo University of Fisheries is a specialty college, which is clearly characterized by
its fields of education in fisheries and oceanics. Tokyo University of Mercantile Marine and
our university will integrate into the new university next year. It is conceivable that the new
university, after becoming an independent administrative institution, would be able to engage
in functional and unique activities in having clear goals in technology transfer and new
industry. It does not think on assumption of TLO existence from the beginning. We will
further our studies in the future to find out what sort of functions are required in attempting to
return the findings of our teaching and research members for society and transfer smoothly
the technology to industry.

Key words: Social Contribution, Business-Academia Collaboration, Technology Transfer,
Technology Licensing Organization, TLO, Intellectual Property.
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