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A Study on the Unidentified Ship Incident in 2001

Mamoru INAMOTO"

Abstract:

This article addresses the incident of the unidentified ship in the East China Sea in December 2001.

After reviewing how the authorities dealt with the incident and considering the legal framework applied at that time,

it points out the most controversial fact that although the unidentified vessel was obviously believed to be the covert

operation ship (spy ship) engaged in smuggling illicit drugs into Japan, the authorities had no other choice but to

resort to the Fisheries Act, due to the lack of the relevant law, thus inducing several legal discrepancies. In order to

handle such cases effectively in the future without undermining the freedom of the high seas, it suggests facilitating

bilateral or regional agreements among the neighboring states to police the private ships that are reasonably believed

to carry on board the illegal drugs for importation, as promoted by the U.N Convention against Illicit Traffic in

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances. On the other hand, the article also suggests the necessary domestic

legislation in line with what the international treaties grant or encourage, above all the law to criminalize the

transportation of illegal drugs by sea be enacted promptly.
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