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Reflexive Modernization Theory as Social Literacy:
Deepening the Understanding of the Social Contexts of Information Ethics

Yuki HAGIWARA*

Abstract: An awareness of the characters and issues of a contemporary society with widespread of information
and communication technology are inevitable elements of education and research on information ethics. Besides,
researchers not only need norms and theories but also an understanding of the social contexts where they function.
This study considers three aspects, increased uncertainty, the malfunction of morals, and the problems of
universality of ethics as case studies demonstrating the importance of this understanding. However, an in-depth
discussion of these issues by only the lens of information ethics is difficult. The awareness and understanding of
their social contexts, called social literacy, are also important. Society and people change constantly and
self-referentially under the influence of constantly created new information, which Anthony Giddens named
reflexive modernization. This study seeks to show the possibility of using reflexive modernization theory, which
describes the characters and issues of a contemporary society in relation to its social contexts, as the social literacy
for education and research on information ethics.
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