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A Possibility to Apply the Views of Environmental Ethics to Marine Education:
The First-Year Experience in the Undergraduate Course of Marine Policy and Culture as a
Case Study

Yuki HAGTWARA*

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to consider a possibility to apply the views of environmental ethics to

marine education. Traditional environmental ethics whose basis is European thought mainly focuses on the values
and the ways of decision-making to solve global environmental problems. On the contrary, some ethicists in Japan
make much of a diversity of the relationships between nature and human beings. They analyze a character of
community focusing on its socio-economic aspects and cultural-spiritual aspects. Both approaches are necessary
because many environmental problems in the contemporary society are “glocal,” that is, global dimensions and
local dimensions are complexly intertwined. Such a view is also important in marine education. Not only global
and local dimensions but also their relationships should be clarified in seeking the ways to coexist with marine
environment. The views of environmental ethics can function as a frame of reference to reconsider the basic ideas

and the main tasks of marine education from now on.
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