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The Epitome of James Joyce's Finnegans Wake 1, 1

Yukio OSHIMA

Abstract : I translated into Japanese James Joyce's Finnegans Wake 1.1 (3.1~29.36). In some parts I translated it

word for word, but in other parts I just gave the gist of the sentences or the paragraphs. So in naming the title I used

the word ‘epitome,’ not ‘translation.” This chapter, as an introduction of the novel, suggestively presents motifs which

hereafter develop into main themes. It includes strife in society or a family, the protagonist HCE’s position parallel

to legendary Tim Finnegan, HCE and his family members’ personality and character, a troublesome accident which

HCE meets in his life, and so on.
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