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A Study on the Piracy Problem off the Coast of Somalia and the Anti-Piracy
Measures against It

Mamoru INAMOTO"

Abstract:
Council adopted several resolutions in 2008, which called upon member states to take part in the fight against piracy

Facing the rapid increase in the losses inflicted by the piracy off the coast of Somalia, U.N. Security

by deploying naval ships to the region and allowed them to take necessary measures within the territorial waters of
Somalia. Japan, for its part, dispatched Marin Self-Defense Force ships by announcing the Maritime Security
Operations into effect in March 2009 and then enacted the Anti-Piracy Measures Law, embarking on the convoy
escort of the vessels passing through the region. The first intention of the following article is to make clear the
national and international framework and its limitations concerning the anti-piracy measures taken against Somali
pirates, so as to clarify the points of argument about the problem. The article then considers the legal problems
regarding the anti-piracy measures, pointing to the limitations of the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea, which
has dichotomized the world seas into the territorial waters and the high seas and has held to the flag-ship principle in
policing the maritime crimes. Finally the article discusses the remaining challenges that the international community
should address, not by permanently resorting to emergency measures such as Security Council resolutions, but by

creating a new framework, which enables for example the international collective police operations on the high seas.

Key words: Somali pirates, Anti-Piracy Measures Law, UN Security Council Resolution, UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea
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