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Ama Divers as Spectacle: Function of the “4Ama Pavilion” at Expositions

Shuzo KOGURE *

Abstract:  During the Taisho and Showa pre-war periods, “Ama demonstrations” were held as entertainment at
domestic expositions, and they were very popular. As far as I can confirm, there were 41 cases of “Ama
demonstrations” held at expositions between 1920 and the early 1940s. Then, what kind of attention were such
Ama divers exposed to, and how were they consumed? And why were they so popular with the public? This paper
examines the process of the formation of the sexual gaze toward the Ama divers through meanings of the
expositions, statuses of the Ama pavilions, and discourses of the newspaper media --- especially the local
newspapers of the expositions’ host cities.

At the Ama pavilions in domestic expositions, the sexual gaze of the public toward the Ama divers was
formed through the intertwining of the interests of the organizers, the event vendors, and the newspaper media, all
of whom wanted to attract visitors to the expositions. At the expos, the Ama divers were commercialized with
adjectives such as “strange” and “erotic.” This represents the process of constructing an asymmetrical relationship
in which the masses are placed in an overwhelmingly dominant position, and the Ama divers are displayed as the
“other.”
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