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THE COLLECTION OF CARGO BY THE GRAIN MERCHANT
IN MID AND LATE MEIJI JAPAN

—THE CASE OF TOMIOKA SHOTEN IN HACHINOHE—

Nobutake Koiwa*

(Received August 28, 1997)

In mid Meiji Japan the transformation from feudal state to the industrial
nation had proceeded. This process was seen in the various areas, and the
inter-regional trade had flourished. But the empirical study about the inter-
regional trade has not been made fully. So we can not see how the division of labor
especially among the grain production and the other modern industries proceeded
in the provincial areas. This article tries to explain how and from where the grain
merchant in the local town collected cargo. The local town which we see in this
article is Hachinohe. It is one of the main center of the marine product industry in
Japan. So we can also see the base of the development of the marine product
industry.
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