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“Ama” on the Screen in the Post-WWII Period (1945-1974):
From Classicism to “Ero-Gro” (Eroticism and Grotesque), and to “Pink” Film

Shuzo KOGURE*

Abstract: This article examines the social and cultural transition of “gaze” to Japanese woman divers, or Ama, on

the screen in the post-WWII Period, especially from 1945 to 1974, by analyzing their representations in the “Ama

Films,” on which they were described as main characters. At first, focusing on their healthy beauty and wildness, I

would like to show how Ama were represented through the ideas of romanticism or classicism in the films from 1945

to 1954, especially in the discourses around The Sound of Waves (Shio-sai). Then, I would like to trace the processes

that their erotic and violent figures were arbitrarily extracted from their healthy beauty and wildness and were

emphasized on the films from 1955 to 1964, especially on the Kindan-no Suna series by Shochiku Co., Ltd. and “4ma”
series by Shin-Toho Co., Ltd. Finally, through analyzing the films from 1965 to 1974, I would like to indicate the
invention of the images of “4ma” as nostalgia and as pornography in “Pink films”, which eventually leaded the Ama

series of Nikkatsu Roman Porno in the next decade.
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